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KIRKISTOWN CASTLE – A touch of local history

By Elizabeth J C Lyttle

Kirkistown Castle is one of six castles within Upper Ards.  It was built by Roland Savage of Ballygalget in 1622 during the reign of James I.  Records from the mid 1600’s mention Kirkistown Castle - “whose garden walls are washed with a pleasant fresh lough near the sea and is opposite yea (North Rock)”.

According to the original grant dated 24th July 1638, Kirkistown was previously known as Erew.  The original Kirkistone was later to be known as Kirkestone, Kirkiston and Kirkistown.  In the 1840’s, the newly formed Presbyterian congregation used the castle for a number of years as a meeting place of worship.
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Cloughey & District Community Association


NEWSLETTER NO 8








Welcome to the eighth edition and 


summer edition of our community 


newsletter, which aims to keep you 


up to date with the goings on in the local area! 





 





DO YOU WANT YOUR CHILD TO BE REMEMBERED IN 100 YEARS?





Cloughey & District Community Association has been successful in securing funds for two large projects.  Phase One of a traffic calming and tree-lined boulevard along the Main Road from the tennis courts to Kirkistown Primary School, and the provision of a children’s Somme Memorial Garden on the Warren between the Children’s playground and No 15 Main Road.





Both projects are well advanced and work should start soon on the Garden.  The children of Kirkistown Primary School and St. Patrick’s Primary School, Ballygalget, will be involved in the project.  Consultation with the residents on the portion of the Main Road being planted has finished, and the tree planting should begin in October 2005.  A plan of both schemes is included as an insert within this newsletter.





We thought that it would be a nice idea to record the names of all the children of Cloughey at this point in time.  In future years maybe their children, grandchildren or perhaps their great grandchildren tracing their genealogy will be able to visit their tree.  Names of all the children in Cloughey & District will be inscribed on stone tablets beside each tree.  If you wish your child’s name to be included please contact Dianne McIlveen (427 71827) or Joe MacLean (427 71006).  All children under the age of 16 years before January 2006 and resident in Cloughey & District will be 


eligible.
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HISTORY OF CLOUGHEY


Over recent years a large number of families have moved into the district and many have expressed an interest in learning more about the history of the area. 


We are continuing with the work on the website and would like to devote a section to years gone by.  If you know any budding historians or storytellers who would like to impart their knowledge for future generations, please let us know.  In particular we would like details and perhaps old photographs on village life in years gone by, the school, the castle, the lifeboat station and perhaps any old characters that people may remember from their youth.  Also we would like information on local people who served in the World Wars (or any other conflicts), so that their acts of bravery may be recorded.  It is important details like this are documented for prosperity and not lost through the passage of time.  Your help with this would be greatly appreciated.  Please contact Joe on 427 71006 or Jennifer on 427 71171.





PHONE NUMBERS FOR THE REPORTING OF  ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 





For emergency response


Dial  999





Not an emergency but requires an urgent response


Dial  91818080





Non-emergency reports 


(i.e. Ards Borough Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Team)


Dial 91824044





HEARTSTART PENINSULA


� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���					


DO YOU LIVE IN THE ARDS PENINSULA?





WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN EMERGENCY LIFE SUPPORT SKILLS?





FREE OF CHARGE! ! ! !





CONTACT DIANNE McILVEEN ON 028 427 71827 FOR DETAILS





Heartstart Peninsula is a scheme affiliated to the Heartstart UK initiative co-ordinated by the British Heart Foundation.  Heartstart Peninsula is supported by the Ulster Community and Hospitals Trust.





Go Walking with Peninsula Healthy Living





Walking the way to health…





Free training for volunteer walk leaders.





Today’s lifestyles discourage many people from being active; at least seven in ten people do not take enough exercise to benefit their health.  Walking is almost perfect exercise; requiring no equipment or expense, it is the best way for people from all walks of life to become active.





People are more likely to start and then continue walking when they have fun, enjoy their surroundings, feel a sense of achievement and value the company they walk with.





For more information please feel free to contact Carol on 42739021 or why not join the local walking  club on Tuesdays.  They meet at the Pavilion at 10.30 am.  If you’d like further info please contact Jane Smith on 427 71707.





Also, did you know that inactivity, not ageing, is the enemy…





..contact Carol for information on free Chair Based Activity Training.





LADIES PROBUS





Cloughey Ladies Probus meets in the Quays, Portavogie each Thursday at  10.30 a.m.





We would like to thank all those who supported our table top quiz at Ardminnan Golf Club, especially the Gowans, our sponsors, and the “caravanners”.




















CONGRATULATIONS





Our congratulations go to Joanne Savage from Peninsula Community Transport Ltd. On receiving her certificate for becoming UK Frontline Employee of the Year.  Well done Joanne!








Residents of “the Apartments” would like to thank Ards Borough Council for creating and maintaining the flower and shrub beds.  They look magnificent!





Cloughey Community Website - � HYPERLINK "http://www.cloughey.org" �www.cloughey.org�.uk 





The Community Association will launch our new community website in early August 2005.  This will provide a forum for CDCA to keep everyone informed of our activities.  Other groups in the village will also be able to make use of the website to promote their activities. 





The Website will be updated regularly and will include sections on:-


*	History of Cloughey & District 


*	Visitor information


*	Residents’ information


*	Sport & leisure


*	Local services


*	Community Association news 


*	Emergency services


*	Photo gallery


*	Links to local group websites and information


*	Information on Community Association





Any groups wishing to be linked to this website should send an email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:community@cloughey.org.uk" �community@cloughey.org.uk�.





Don't forget to save � HYPERLINK "http://www.cloughey.org" �www.cloughey.org�.uk as one of your "favourites".



































Alistair Dunn








Money Matters Project





Are you on Benefits and considering doing paid work?





Will it affect your Benefits?





Would you lose your Incapacity Benefit?





Would it affect your Disability Living Allowance?





Would you lose your Income Support?





Would you still receive help with rent and rates?





Are there any other Benefits you could claim?





Ards Citizens Advice Bureau is providing information sessions at:





Peninsula Healthy Living Centre, Kircubbin Community Centre on Thursdays from 9.30 am to 3.30 pm;





Training & Employment Agency, Department for Employment and Learning, 9 Conway Square, Newtownards on Mondays from 9.30 am to1.00 pm and on Wednesdays from 9.30 am to 1.00 pm; and at





Ards New Horizons, Action Mental Health on Mondays from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm and on Tuesdays from 9.30am to 3.30 pm.

















Anyone for tennis…? 





Support the campaign for better tennis facilities for Cloughey?





Cloughey is a holiday village with excellent facilities for golf and bowls.  However, the tennis facilities are very poor and there is very little organised sport for young people in the village.





We are campaigning for improvements to the tennis courts at Cloughey to


provide: 


*	Modern all-weather tennis courts 


*	A proper booking system for use of courts


*	Tennis coaching courses for juniors 


*	Formation of a tennis club with competitions





Cloughey tennis courts are owned and managed by Ards Borough Council and


situated beside the Pavilion and bowling green.  The Council has been


considering upgrading the courts but is unsure how much demand there is for tennis in Cloughey. 





At present the courts are in poor condition and there is no booking system.  In addition, they are not secured at night and have been subject to occasional vandalism. The uneven surface also makes it difficult to play good tennis.





We believe that there are many people in Cloughey of all ages who would


play tennis if the facilities were better.  There is an opportunity to


persuade the Council to provide modern all-weather "astro-turf" courts in a secure compound with a proper booking system to enable users to book courts in advance.  There are similar facilities in Comber and Donaghadee where the tennis clubs can use the courts which are also open to the public. 





Improved courts would allow us to organise regular coaching courses for


juniors and summer coaching courses for visitors in peak holiday periods.








IF YOU ARE INTERESTED PLEASE LET US HAVE THE NAMES OF EVERYONE IN YOUR


FAMILY WHO PLAYS OR WOULD LIKE TO PLAY TENNIS IN CLOUGHEY -  EITHER:





*	Sign one of the sheets in circulation (or in the Pavilion);


*	Ring Alistair Dunn at 42771080 and register your interest; or


*	Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:ha.dunn@btinternet.com" �ha.dunn@btinternet.com� and register your interest.
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Cloughey & District Community Association








Home Fire Safety Checks


� EMBED PBrush  ���� EMBED PBrush  ���� EMBED PBrush  ���� EMBED PBrush  ���� EMBED PBrush  ���� EMBED PBrush  ���� EMBED PBrush  ���� EMBED PBrush  ���� EMBED PBrush  ���


In the past year The Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service (NIFRS) was called out to over 950 accidental dwelling fires.  NIFRS can provide a home fire safety check, fit smoke alarms* where necessary and give advice on the action to be taken in the event of a fire in your home, including considerations when making a fire escape plan.  This service is provided free of charge.


To arrange your free home fire safety check contact: 





The Fire Safety Department


Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service			


Bangor District Headquarters


92 Newtownards Road


Bangor


BT19 1SZ


Telephone Number 028 9127 1906


*conditions apply to fitting of smoke alarm.
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