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Cloughey & District Community Association


NEWSLETTER NO 17





Welcome to the 17th and Spring ‘08 edition of our community newsletter, keeping you up to date with the goings on in the local area!
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Children’s Somme Garden


Lighting Solution agreed! Funding has been secured through the Ards Community Safety Partnership for £4500 of low level lights to be added to the Children’s Somme Garden. The subsequent running cost of the lighting scheme has been agreed to be covered by Ards Borough Council. The lighting will give better security, reduce anti social behaviour and extend the length of time local people can use the garden during the darker evenings. Alderman Jim Shannon praised the work of CDCA in an article in the Newtownards Chronicle 24th Jan 08 stating “(the garden) has already become a focal point for the village and is well used ….The result is that what was once an eyesore has become much more attractive and locals and visitors alike can visit the garden regularly. To everyone involved well done, another positive improvement for Cloughey Village”.





A community weeding of the Garden is taking place on 15th March from 10am. Gerard and Eddie will be recruiting volunteers. Don’t forget your garden tools – all help is appreciated.





Quiz Night – all welcome! Many of CDCA’s activities are supported by generous funders or sponsors. Their support is provided for specific projects such as the Childrens’ Somme Garden. There are other aspects of CDCA community work that is paid for only through CDCA fundraising efforts. To enable us to continue to provide community events for the rest of the year (such as the Halloween Party and Santa’s visit to the local school) CDCA are holding a fundraising quiz in the Whitehouse Inn, Ardminnan on Friday 28th March at 7.30pm. Everyone welcome! End Easter Week with a fun night out with your pals while you raise money to do good here in your local community!





Children’s Boulevard of Trees – we need your help.


Was your child one of those whose name is found at the base of one of the trees planted along Main Road? We need your help! If you have a spare half hour, please visit your tree and weed around the base and nameplate. This will not only help to maintain the Boulevard but will also ensure your child’s name is not obscured by weeds. There are daffodils and crocus planted around the base. By keeping on top of weeding we can ensure your child’s tree will be in full bloom over the next few months.





CDCA Annual General Meeting. CDCA held our Annual General Meeting in the Pavilion on Thursday 7th February 2008 at 7.30pm. The meeting was well attended and two new members joined our Committee. Alistair Dunn gave a presentation of the work that has been completed by CDCA since our last AGM Feb 07. At the meeting there was Mr Rowe of Water Services updated all on the progress of the temporary Sewage Plant to be located here in Cloughey. Thank you to those Committee members who provided refreshments. CDCA would like to thank the local Councillors who took time out of their busy schedule to come along. Thanks also to Sandra of EDRCN who chaired the Committee election process for 2008/2009 year. 


























The Community Notice Board located outside Watson’s Centra is managed by CDCA.


If you or your group have a notice or community event to display please contact Committee member Andrew who will display on your behalf.


Please ensure the notice is large and can be read at a distance.


Contact a CDCA member to have your notice displayed.











      � HYPERLINK "http://www.cloughey.org.uk" ��www.cloughey.org.uk�





Keep up to date with news on the Cloughey website. 


The site includes useful information on Easter and May Bank Holiday bin collection dates, the temperature in Cloughey, tides and much more…..





Find out about the History of Cloughey, Visitor information, Sport & Leisure, Local services, Community Association News, Emergency Services, Photo Gallery and links to local group’s websites and information.





Local organisations and business are invited to post information on our site – contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@cloughey.org.uk" ��info@cloughey.org.uk� for details.
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Did you know?


An Easter Bonnet is a type of hat that people, especially children, wear to Easter services in church. Until recently, it was popular within primary school to ask a child to design an Easter-themed hat at that time of year. The aim was to get their parents to wear it to Easter services. The Easter bonnet tradition derives from "olden times" when people dressed up every Sunday to go to church. Ladies purchased new and elaborate designs for particular church services, and in the case of Easter, taking the opportunity of the end of Lent to buy luxury items. Now, in a more casual society, Easter Bonnets are becoming harder to find as fewer and fewer women bother with the tradition.


Modern Easter bonnets for children are usually white wide brimmed hats with a pastel colored satin ribbon around it and tied in a bow. It may also have flowers or other springtime motifs on top, and may match a special dress picked out for the occasion.











Cloughey Presbyterian Bowling Club 





Would like to welcome anyone who would enjoy a game of indoor bowls and friendship to come and join them on Monday nights at 7.30pm in Dr Finnegan Memorial Church, Cloughey.





Don’t worry if you have no bowls, just come along and all will be provided! 
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Jokes answers�
1  Because he was eggo-centric!


2   One is bad money and the other is a mad bunny!


3  It has four rabbits' feet





Recycle more this Spring





When out for a walk there is nothing as bad as seeing rubbish lying around. Make sure all your waste is placed in the correct bin and recycle as much as possible.





Recycling developments this year mean that you can now recycle most of your waste, from plastic bottles and drinks cans to your old newspapers.  





For a full list of recyclable waste, for further information about the Kerbside Recycling Scheme, or to request a blue or brown recycling bin, please contact Ards Borough Council’s Environmental Services Department on 028 9182 4014/40.
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Easter Jokes 


(answers at side of page)





1 Why did a fellow rabbit say that the Easter Bunny was self-centered?





2 What is the difference between a crazy bunny and a counterfeit banknote?





3 Why is a bunny the luckiest animal in the world?





If your Spring is disturbed please take action and cal the Anti-social behaviour team.





PHONE NUMBERS FOR THE REPORTING OF ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR


For emergency response


Dial 999


Not an emergency but requires an urgent response


Dial 0845 600 8000


Non-emergency reports (i.e. Ards Borough Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Team)


Dial 028 9182 4044





Spring is a time for out door fun


Quads and Scramblers	- Take Note!





Ards Borough Council has erected a notice board at the Warren, Cloughey stating quads and scramblers are prohibited on The Warren, Cloughey. 





Quads and scramblers have caused a nuisance on the Warren and beach area over the past few years. Quad and scrambler noise, damage to dunes and dangerous driving have prevented others from enjoying our village.





If you are considering buying either type of vehicle for your child this Christmas please contact PSNI Newtownards who can provide guidance on protective safety wear, licensing, insurance information and where it is suitable to use such vehicles.





One child has already been seriously injured after falling from a quad. Please consider the risk to your child and others. Please stop using these vehicles on The Warren.

















(Dig it and Eat it! 


With the help of Conservation Volunteers NI a number of raised beds have been created in the grounds of Christchurch, Ardkeen at The Quarter, Cloughey. If you would like to learn how to grow your own vegetables or want to cultivate your own green fingers call CDCA Committee Member Dianne McIlveen for details. 028 427 71827. The programme will start again Spring 08 – all welcome!





Probus Club


The Cloughey Ladies Probus Club for retired ladies meets weekly on Thursdays at the Quays Restaurant, Portavogie from 10.30am until noon. Speakers, outings and good sociability in varied meetings. Phone Margaret McHoul 427 58636.





Pilates Class


Each Tuesday in Cloughey Pavilion 7.30 – 8.30 pm. £3 per class. All welcome.


For details call Carol on 427 39021





Walking Group


Each Tuesday, 10.30am, from Cloughey Pavilion. All Welcome.
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Dawn Easter Service – Easter Sunday (23rd March), 7am, The Warren, Cloughey conducted by Rev David Gray. A light breakfast will be provided after the service in the church hall. All welcome.





Church Notices – Easter 2008


Cloughey Presbyterian


Easter Sunday Service	23 March	12 noon


Portaferry Presbyterian


Easter Sunday Service	23 March	10.30am


Ballyeasboro & Ardkeen, Church of Ireland


Normal Service Easter Sunday


St Patrick’s, Ballygalget


Times of Services will be published in Parish Bulletins


St Joseph’s, Ardkeen


Times of Services will be published in Parish Bulletins


Easter Vigil		St Josephs	9am











To contact any member of Cloughey & District Community Association please:


Leave a message with Joe (9a Main Road, Cloughey) or Kellie (19a Upper Ballygelagh Road) or drop into our meetings held first Thursday of every month at 7.30pm in The Pavilion, Cloughey. You can also email info@cloughey.org.uk


If you have any projects, ideas or suggestions for 2008, please let us know. Thank you.





Volunteering can give you more than you think


Volunteering can lead to a better and healthier life, for you! Volunteers will tell you that they get a great buzz out of helping others. Volunteering can give you a real feeling of happiness. 





There are already lots of people around you who volunteer their time to help others. Your neighbour and other family members are involved. Volunteers tend to hide their good deeds. All CDCA Committee members are all volunteers. Many people who help out with local sports teams are volunteers. Church committees are volunteers. There are lots of volunteers around and lots of opportunity to give some of your free time to volunteering.





Interested? Locally there are many ways you can volunteer and help others in our community*.





Do you drive a car and have some free time during the day? Peninsula Community Transport (PACT) based in Kircubbin 028 427 39153 and North Down and Ards Volunteer Bureau based in Bangor 028 9127 0486 are two charitable organisations that really would appreciate any transport you could provide as a social car driver. Your commitment is to give people a lift in your car at a time and to a place confirmed in advance. You will receive out of pocket volunteer expenses in the form of a mileage payment. It’s a win:win situation. You get out and about to meet new people, give someone a lift in your car and you get reimbursed.





Peninsula Community Transport (PACT) are also looking for volunteer drivers for their community minibus service. Full minibus driver training is supplied. Volunteers can provide as little or as much minibus driving time as they can. For example, PACT needs volunteers to help transport local senior citizens clubs a couple of mornings a week and / or to transport local children to an after schools club during term time. If you can only commit to one afternoon a week this will more that help out. Any time you can spare is greatly appreciated. Minibus driving is particularly suited to a more mature person (both men and women!) as you have a D1 restricted category on your driving licence which entitles you to drive a minibus ‘not for hire or reward’.





Volunteers are also welcome at Cloughey Kids Club, Quarter Road. Interested? For details of how you can get involved call 028 427 72464 between 2-6pm weekdays. 


*In order to comply with Child and Vulnerable Adult Protection policies you may be required to complete a POCVA or Access NI check before you can start any of the above volunteering roles. This check will be provided by the organization for you. This protects you and those that you are helping. 





Comedy Night out for Charity: Glarryford YFC present ‘Honeypot’ in the new Church Hall, Cloughey Pres. Church Dr Finnegan Memorial on Saturday 8th March at 8pm. Admission £8 for adults and £4 for children. Light refreshments served. For tickets call Sheila Birch 427 28030. Proceeds in aid of development fund
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Cloughey & District Community Association Committee 2008/2009


For information please find the list of Committee members as confirmed at the AGM, 7 Feb 2008:


Chairman: Joe Maclean (Tel 427 71006)�Vice-Chairman: Derek Millar�Hon Secretary: Kellie Armstrong�Minutes secretary: Ronnie McDaniel


Hon Treasurer: Diane McIlveen


Other Committee members:�Lee Jenkinson, Jeff Smith, Jane Smith, Alistair Dunn, Andrew Gillespie, Joanne Palmer, Yolande Truesdale, Jackie Peden, John McCammon and Mark Newell











CDCA plans for 2008


Now our CDCA AGM is over we can confirm the sort of projects we hope to complete during 2008. They include:


Installation of the low level lights at the Children’s Somme Garden


Progress on the second phase of the Boulevard of Trees along the coastal side of Main Road


Work with Ards Borough Council to improve and develop Tennis Courts in Cloughey


Develop further the Tennis coaching in Cloughey


With the extension of Kirkistown Primary school CDCA will work with the school to support making use of their facilities in the evenings for community use


Footpath, Quarter Road. With the extension of the school CDCA will work with DOE/DRD to ensure the footpath from the junction to the Orange Hall (Cloughey Kids Club) is completed this year


With improvements to water cleanliness CDCA hopes to encourage more use of the beach. We will develop a Swimming Scheme for young and old so that everyone can enjoy safe sea swimming (possibly in partnership with Hamilton’s Pool, Quarter Road, Cloughey)


CDCA will continue with existing projects such as the Children’s Halloween Party and ask Santa to visit the local school again later in the year.











