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Cloughey & District Community Association


NEWSLETTER NO 13





Welcome to the thirteenth and Spring edition of our community newsletter, which aims to keep you up to date with the goings on in the local area! 
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Working for a Safer


Community








Children’s Somme Garden


The spring flowers are making a good show and the tulips, daffodils and hyacinths are beginning to push through.  Box hedging has recently been purchased to enclose the garden which will hopefully be planted in time for Easter.  Already many residents and visitors have commented that they find the garden a very peaceful place to sit and relax.
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Burglaries in the Ards Area





There have been a number of recent burglaries in the Ards area, where houses have been broken into when they have been unoccupied and small items such as cash, credit cards and figurines have been stolen.  Please be vigilant and remember if you notice ant suspicious activity in your area, contact the police immediately.  Also, if you would like information on crime prevention, contact Constable Susan Farr, Crime Prevention Officer, on 028 9180 1547.
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AGM 2006





The CDCA held its AGM on Thursday 1 February 2007 in the Cloughey Pavilion.  The following officers were voted into office:








Chairman		Joe MacLean MBE


Vice-Chairman		Derek Millar


Hon. Treasurer		Dianne McIlveen


Hon. Secretary		Kellie Armstrong


Minute Secretary	Ronnie McDaniels





Our sincere thanks to Alister Dunn, who carried out his duties as Hon. Secretary exceptionally well.  In addition, he was, and still will be, very active in forming the Tennis Club, as well as continuing to be the Web manager of the Cloughey website.





Brian McHoul, who has been a committee member of the Association since its inception in February 2002, is leaving the district to live elsewhere.  Brian has contributed a great deal to the Association over the years and he will be missed.  We wish Brian and his wife Margaret all the best for the future.








DOG FOULING – SHOULD WE RUB YOUR NOSE IN IT! ! !





�





Under the Litter (Northern Ireland) Order 1994 (Article 6), it is an offence not to clear up after your dog. This applies to all areas of the Borough open to the public.  Owners of dogs are therefore required by law to pick up after their dog has fouled. Failure to remove faeces will result in a fixed penalty fine £50.  





Dog fouling is inconsiderate, unhealthy, unpleasant, and can be dangerous to children.





Toxocara





You've probably heard of toxocara, but do you know exactly what it is and how to prevent it? Even if you don't have a pet, make sure you're aware of the risks.





What is toxocara? 





Toxocara is the name given to a species of roundworm commonly found in dogs and cats. Virtually all puppies are born with Toxocara.  Puppies and kittens can also be infected with Toxocara through their mother's milk or from environmental contamination.  The type of toxocara found in dogs can endanger human health.  The type of toxocara found in cats has only rarely been associated with cases of Toxocariasis (Toxocara infection). 





How is toxocara spread? 





Microscopic toxocara eggs are present in the faeces of infected animals. These eggs have thick, sticky shells, which means that they can remain infective in the soil for two to four years after the faeces have disappeared. The sticky shell helps eggs to adhere to fingers or clothing. 





How do humans become infected with toxocara? 





By accidentally swallowing the infective Toxocara eggs.  This is why crawling babies and toddlers are most at risk; they tend to put dirty fingers and toys into their mouths.  Medical records show that approximately 100 new cases of Toxocariasis are diagnosed each year. 





What happens once humans get infected? 





Once swallowed, Toxocara eggs release larvae into the intestine.  These larvae travel through the body until they die, which may take several years.  The symptoms of this disease can be unpleasant and difficult to treat.  They can include stomach upset and pain, headache, sore throat, wheezing and listlessness.  In some cases, larvae reach the eyes where they can cause sight problems and in some cases blindness. 





A 10 step guide to preventing Toxocara





Make sure that children always wash their hands, especially after playing outside and before eating. 


Discourage your child from sucking its fingers. This is one of the most common ways for children to get infected. 


Don't allow children to play on the ground and eat using their fingers at the same time. 


Be sure that floors where children play at home are cleaned with antibacterial cleaners. This practice kills Toxocara eggs that may have been transported into your home on your shoes or on your pet's paws. 


Don't put small children on the entrance floors of public buildings. 


Don't leave young children unsupervised with a pet. 


Fence around play areas to keep your children safe and also to keep dogs away from play equipment. 


Train cats to use litter trays. 


Cover sandpits to keep cats and dogs out. 


Always clear up pet faeces immediately using a nappy sack, a carrier bag or a poop scoop bag, and deposit it in the nearest dog bin or, if at home, in a safe and secure bin. 





As well as regular enforcement patrols to try and catch offenders, the Council issues free poop scoops, is involved in campaigns to reduce straying, and therefore the likelihood of dog fouling, and runs an education programme to promote responsible dog ownership.  Please therefore do your bit for the community and scoop your dog’s poop!  For further information contact the Borough Inspector's Office at Ards Borough Council, Tel: 028 9182 4005.
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Did You Know…….?





Did you know Cloughey has three village pumps?  One outside the Post Office, one on Manse Road (which we are restoring), and one buried in the grass verge on the Main Road.  We hope to recover this pump and restore it.  





If anyone has any interesting facts or stories from years gone about Cloughey and surrounding district we would love to hear from you.  Please contact one of the Committee members or send us an email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@cloughey.org.uk" ��info@cloughey.org.uk�.  Many Thanks.








Vandalism at Kirkistown Primary School





A spate of vandalism at Kirkistown Primary School has resulted in school funds having to be used to repair the damage.  Youths are believed to be responsible for damage to the children’s play area, playhouse, wormery and weather station.  Anyone with information should contact police on 0845 600 8000, or ring Crimestoppers in confidence on 0800 555 111.





Please note that vandals are someone’s children, can you be sure they’re not yours!!














Tennis Courts – Cloughey





After a long campaign by CDCA, particularly by Alistair Dunn, it has been announced that our tennis courts will be refurbished.  Alistair has collected the names of 82 potential members and also procured the promised services of a tennis coach.  Once work on the courts is completed, we hope to start up the tennis club.








�
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Cloughey Community Website - � HYPERLINK "http://www.cloughey.org" �www.cloughey.org�.uk 





Keep up to date with our news on the CDCA Website.


The website is regularly updated and you will find information on:


History of Cloughey


Residents’ Information


Visitor information


Sport & Leisure


Local services


Community Association News


Emergency Services


Photo Gallery


Links to local groups’ websites and information


If you run a business or provide a service in the area you can post information on the website – just send it to us by email at info@cloughey.org.uk.





Walking to Health





On Tuesdays a walking group meets at 10.30 am at the Warren Car Park, near the Tennis Courts in Cloughey. 





 If you would like further information please contact Adeline MacLean on 4277 1006 or come along on Tuesday morning and join the Group. 





 In addition, the Group would be interested to hear from anyone about Rights of Way that have been used in the past around the village.  This information would help establish new routes for the walkers to make walks more varied. 





 Please contact Adeline at the number above or Jane Smith on 4277 1707.





Free Home Fire Safety Checks
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The Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service offers free home fire safety checks where uniformed firefighters will check for risks and advise you on how to avoid fire in your home.  If necessary they will also fit a smoke detector for you.  For a free home fire safety check, call 028 9260 0477.








PHONE NUMBERS FOR THE REPORTING OF ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR





For emergency response


Dial 999





Not an emergency but requires an urgent response


Dial 0845 600 8000





Non-emergency reports (i.e. Ards Borough Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Team)


Dial 9182 4044





Ards Community Safety Partnership (CSP)





The Partnership has recently issued a brochure in which community safety in defined as, “Preventing, reducing or containing the social, environmental and intimidatory factors which  affect people’s right to live without fear of crime and which impact upon there quality of life”.  The CSP was established to produce, co-ordinate and monitor the Ards Community Safety Strategy and Action Plan.  The Partnership which meets at least five times a year is made up of statutory and voluntary organisations.  Copies of the brochure can be obtained by contacting Bob Wilson, Ards CSP Co-ordinator, Ards Community Safety Partnership, c/o Ards Borough Council, 2 Church Street, Newtownards, BT23 4AP.  Telephone 028 9182 4047, Fax 028 9182 4071 or by email bob.wilson@ards-council.gov.uk
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Identity Theft





The Home Office has produced an excellent guide on identity theft.  The leaflet provides advice on how what you can do to protect yourself against identity theft and fraud, what to do if it happens to you and where to get help. 


Further information and where to get hold of a leaflet can be obtained at � HYPERLINK "http://www.identitytheft.org.uk" ��www.identitytheft.org.uk�











Cloughey Ladies Probus


The Cloughey Ladies Probus meets every Thursday at 10.30am in the Quays, Portavogie.  Further information about Probus can be obtained from Margaret McHoul Tel: 4277 1503.











                 


RECYCLE YOUR OLD INKJET CARTRIDGES AND HELP SAVE LIVES


�


How would you like to do your bit for the environment and help save tiny lives at the same time?  The CDCA in association with Tommy’s, the baby charity, are asking for you to send us your Hewlett Packard and Lexmark used inkjet cartridges.  We can also accept Canon BC02/05/20/BX2/BX3 cartridges (unfortunately we cannot recycle Epson cartridges).





The environmental benefits of recycling inkjet cartridges include helping towards a reduction in carbon emissions (a major cause of global warming), and helps conserve resources and reduce waste.  For example, inkjet cartridges on average are estimated to take about 1000 years to decompose in landfill sites.  Astonishing!





Tommy’s, the baby charity, funds a nationwide programme of medical research, information and education.  Their main priority is to help find out why so many babies are lost in the UK through premature birth, miscarriage and stillbirth.  You can find out more information at � HYPERLINK "http://www.tommys.org" ��www.tommys.org�





With your help and support, Tommy’s can help more babies get the best start in life.





For information about how to get the cartridges to a committee member please either contact us via � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@Cloughey.org.uk" ��info@Cloughey.org.uk� or ring Dianne on 028 427 71827.
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